
BUCKHURST HILL LEISURE GARDENS ASSOCIATION 
RULES AND CONDITIONS 

Made by The Buckhurst Hill Leisure Garden Association with respect to allotment 
gardens.  

INTRODUCTION  

The Association is intended to serve the interests of all the allotment tenants of the sites at Forest Edge, 
Lower Queens Road, Monkhams, Palace Gardens and River Housing. It will function for the benefit of 
all if tenants abide by the rules which are administered by their own elected representatives.  

The maintenance of an attractive allotment garden site will be shared by all the tenants on each site and 
the help each can give in a spirit of neighbourly goodwill can make all the difference between a pleasant 
environment and an untidy unsightly scene. 

Interpretation of Terms 

1. Throughout these Rules the expression 'The Association' means the Buckhurst Hill 
Leisure Gardens Association and includes any committee member of the Association or 
any allotment managers appointed by the Association.  

Definition of the Persons eligible to be Tenants of the Allotment Gardens.  

2. Any man or woman, who at the time of application to the Association for an allotment 
garden, is resident in the former parishes of Chigwell, Buckhurst Hill and Loughton shall 
be eligible to become a tenant of an allotment garden provided that the Association 
reserves the right to refuse to allocate more than one allotment garden to one individual 
and to require any tenant who occupies more than one allotment garden to surrender any 
number of them on the 25th March or 25th September next after being called upon to do 
so, provided that he/she may retain a single allotment garden but shall not be entitled to 
any compensation in respect of the allotment gardens given up and provided also that the 
Association can require the tenant who occupies more than one allotment garden to pay 
an economic rent for all but the first allotment garden.  

Division of the land into Allotment Gardens  

3. The Association, before giving notice of their intention to let any land for allotment 
gardens, shall divide the land, and shall cause a plan to be prepared showing each 
allotment garden, and distinguishing it by a separate number.  

Notice to be given for the Letting of the Allotment Gardens  

4. The Association shall give public notice by bills or placards posted in some 
conspicuous places in the above-mentioned parishes or otherwise exhibited therein, 
setting forth the particulars as to any allotment gardens which they propose to let.  



Such notice shall specify the allotment gardens to be let, the rent to be paid for 
the same, the name and address of the officer of the Association to whom 
applications for the hiring of an allotment garden are to be sent, and the last day 
for receiving applications. 

If any special condition is to apply to the allotment gardens, or any of them, the 
notice shall specify such condition or state where copies of the form of 
agreement for letting of such allotment gardens may be seen. 

Rules as to the letting of the Allotment Gardens, and for preventing any 
undue preference in the Letting thereof 

5. Every application for an allotment garden shall be made to the officer of the 
Association, who shall enter particulars of the application in a register to be 
provided for the purpose. 

In letting an allotment garden for which there are two or more applicants 
eligible to become tenants and likely to keep the allotment garden in a proper 
state or cultivation, preference shall be given to an applicant who does not hold 
an allotment garden or agricultural land (other than a garden of twenty poles or 
less attached to his/her residence) either from the Association or otherwise over 
an applicant who does hold such land, but, subject to such preference, the 
allotment garden shall be let to the applicant whose name appears first on the 
list in the Association's register. A quitting tenant of land shall for the purposes 
or this rule be treated as not holding that land and shall sign an agreement with  
the Letting Officer to this effect. 

Agreements for Letting  Allotment Gardens 

6. An agreement to let an allotment garden to an applicant may be signed by the 
Lettings Officer on behalf of the Association and may be in the form set out in 
the schedule to these rules. 

General Conditions under which the Allotment Gardens are to be 
Cultivated  

7. The tenant of an allotment garden shall comply with the following conditions 

(1) He/she shall keep the allotment garden clean, free from weeds and well 
manured and otherwise maintain it in a good state of cultivation and fertility and 
in good condition, and shall keep any pathway included therein or abutting 
thereon, or, in the case of any pathway shared with any other allotment garden, 
the half-width thereof, reasonably free from weeds, well maintained with 
straight edges and regularly cut. 

(2) The siphoning of water from the Association's on-site taps and dip-water-
tanks by pipes or hoses to other personal tanks directly onto the allotments is 



prohibited. 

(3) He/she shall not cause any nuisance or annoyance to the occupier or any 
other allotment garden or obstruct any path set out by the Association for the 
use of the occupiers of the allotment gardens. 

(4) He/she shall not underlet, assign, or part, with the possession of the 
allotment garden or any part of it, without the written consent of the 
Association. 

(5) He/she shall not without the written consent of the Association, cut or 
prune any timber or other trees or take, sell or carry away any mineral, gravel, 
sand or clay. 

(6) He/she shall keep every hedge that forms part of the allotment garden 
properly cut and trimmed, keep all ditches properly cleansed, and maintain and 
keep in repair any other fences and any gates on the allotment garden. 

(7) He/she shall not, without the written consent of the Association, erect any 
building on the allotment garden. 

(8) He/she shall not use barbed wire for a fence adjoining any part set out by 
the Association for the use of the occupiers of the allotment gardens. 

(9) He/she shall not, without the written consent of the Association, plant any 
trees which require more than twelve months to mature. 

(10) He/she shall not deposit or allow other persons to deposit on the allotment site or 
garden any refuse, or place any matter in the hedges, ditches, or dykes situated in the 
allotment field of which the allotment garden forms part, or on the adjoining land. 

(11) He/she shall not bring or cause to be brought into the allotment site of which the 
allotment garden forms part, any dog, unless the dog is held on a leash at all times, nor 
keep any animals or livestock of any kind upon the allotment garden. All children 
under the age of fourteen must be accompanied by a person who is responsible for 
their good behaviour. 

Payment of Rent 

8. The rent of an allotment garden shall be paid 12 months in advance and 
unless otherwise agreed in writing, be paid on March 25th in each year. If the 
tenant gives up his/her plot with due notice that he/she proposes to do so 
he/she shall forfeit his/her annual rental payment. New tenants shall be 
required to pay pro rata for months outstanding for that financial year. 
All plotholders will be required to pay, in addition to, and to be collected with, 
their annual rent, an Administrative charge to cover the Association's third-party 
liability insurance policy and membership of the National Society of Allotment 



and Leisure Gardeners. 

Power of Inspect Allotment Gardens  

9. Any officer of the Association shall be entitled at any time when directed by the 
Association to inspect any allotment garden. 

Termination of a Tenancy of an Allotment Garden  

10. The tenancy of an allotment garden shall, unless otherwise agreed in writing, terminate on 
the half-yearly rent day next (March 25th or September 25th) after the death of the tenant, 
and shall also terminate whenever the tenancy or right of occupation of the Association 
terminates. 

It may also be terminated by the Association there already having been given to the tenant a 
verbal warning (one month) and no compliance or satisfactory explanation having been 
received, if:- 

(1) if the rent is in arrear for not less than forty days; or 

(2) if the tenant is not duly observing the rules affecting the allotment 
garden, or any other term or condition of his/her tenancy. 

The tenancy may also be terminated by the tenant by three months' notice in writing. 
Tenants wishing to give up cultivation of their plots are asked to notify their Site 
Representative immediately so that it can be advertised for re-letting. 

Service of Notices  

11. Any notice may be served on a tenant either personally or by leaving it at his last known 
place of abode, or by recorded delivery addressed to him/her there, or by fixing the same in 
some conspicuous manner on the allotment garden. 

Responsibilities 

12. The responsibilities of the Association through its elected officers are.- 

a)    The assessments and collections of rents 

b)    General maintenance of the allotment site including fences and gates 

c)    Letting of vacant plots 

d)    Payment of water rates and insurance premiums 

e)    Liaison with the Epping Forest District Council/Buckhurst Hill Parish Council 
      as landlords 

f)    Enforcement of the rules of the Association. 


